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PREFACE 


In the summer of 1987, a small group of people from the 
Florin JACL met at Mary and Al Tsukamoto's home to plan a new 
project for the organization. Because of the unique history 
of Florin, we felt that there were special stories that 
needed to be preserved. The town of Florin, California was 
once a thriving farming community with a large Japanese 
American population. The World War II internment of persons 
of Japanese ancestry living on the west coast, devastated the 
town and it never recovered. Today there is no town of 
Florin; it has been merged into the larger county of 
Sacramento. Many Japanese Americans who reside throughout 
the United States, however, have their origins from Florin, 
or have relatives and friends who once had ties to this 
community. The town may no longer exist, but the spirit of 
the community continues to survive in people's hearts and 
memories. 


Several hours have been devoted to interviewing former 
Florin residents. The focus of the interviews was on the 
forced internment and life in the relocation camps, but our 
questions touched on other issues. We asked about their 
immigration to the United States from Japan, pre-war 
experiences, resettlement after the war and personal 
philosophies. We also wanted to record the stories of the 
people left behind. They were friends and neighbors who 
watched in anguish as the trains transported the community 
away. 


We have conducted these interviews with feelings of 
urgency. If we are to come away with lessons from this 
historic tragedy, we must listen to and become acquainted 
with the people who were there. Many of these historians are 
in their 70's, 80's and 90's. We are grateful that they were 
willing to share their experiences and to answer our 
questions with openness and thoughtfulness. 


We owe special thanks to James F. Carlson, former 
Assistant Dean of American River College and to Jackie 
Reinier, former Director of the Oral History Program at 
California State University in Sacramento. Without their 
enthusiasm, encouragement and expertise, we never could have 
produced this collection of oral histories. We also wish to 
acknowledge the project members, volunteers, the Florin JACL 
which contributed financial support, Sumitomo Bank for their 
corporate donation, and the Taisho Young Mens Association 
which contributed some of their assets as they dissolved 
their corporation on December 31, 1991. 
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[Session 1, November 6, 1990] 

[Begin Tape |, Side A] 

WALKER: Let’s begin at the beginning. Tell me about your 
parents. 

MATSUHARA: My father’s name is Otokichi Matsuhara, and he was born 
in Wakayama-ken, Japan, on April 1, 1879. My mother’s 
name is Riye Ono, and she was born in Kirime, 
Wakayama-ken, Japan, on December 6, 1891. 

My father--I assume--came to the United States by 
himself, initially, prior to 1903, because I recall 
that he mentioned about being involved in the 
earthquake in San Francisco in 1906. He went back to 
Japan--and either he was married prior to the time he 
came to the United States, or he got married after he 
returned to Japan--and then both my dad and my mother 
came back to the United States at San Francisco, in 
about June of I9I1. 

My dad passed away on January 27, 1956, at the age 


of seventy seven years, as the result of a heart 


condition. My mother passed away here in Sacramento, 


MATSUHARA: 


Pa 


on December 9, 1969, at the age of 78 years, because 
of cancer. 

My dad worked primarily as a farmer. Because of his 
heart condition, he was unable to work for years and 


ri 


‘ 


ct, I think I was still in my 


Lm 


years. As a matter of 
early teens when he was unable to work, and my mother 
generally supported the family working seasonally at 
the local cannery (the California Packing Corporation). 
The children in the family Kind of supplemented the 
family income by working during the summer vacations 

on various farms. 

I am the youngest of four boys, and I have two 
younger sisters below me. The two older brothers’ 
names are Isamu Jim, who was born on July 25, 1912, and 
Toshio Harry, who was born May 22, 1913. The third 
one, Saburo Howard, was born September 25, 1919. I was 
born November 21, 1921. 

My sister Toshiko, married to Tom Takehara, was born 
February 2, 1926. The youngest of the siblings, Yoko 
Alice, born July 31, 1928, died of cancer at the age 
of 53, on November 16, 1981. 

Ail of us were born here in Sacramento; however, my 


two older brothers, Jim and Harry, went to Japan during 


their early childhood. I don’t Know at what age, but I 


Loo) 


MATSUHARA: think I may have been about three years old [1924 or 
1925], because Jim and Harry returned to California 
after their short period of education in Japan. Jim 
was |2 years [1924] old and Harry was eleven at the 
time of their return to the U.S.. They subsequently 
graduated from high school in Sacramento. They are 
what are referred to as Kibei.1 Howard and I graduated 
from Sacramento High School; whereas my two sisters 
graduated when they were at the internment camps. 

In terms of the attitudes my folks displayed 
regarding Japan and the United States--they always 
stressed that this is our mother country, the United 
states--and, in any case, we should never dishonor 
the Family name. This is one of the strong points that 
they always emphasized, and that we should not be 
involved in anything that would cause shame to the 
family. They always stressed that we should study hard 
and strive to do our best. Unlike most of the other 
families of Japanese ancestory, my folks never did 


stress that we should be attending Japanese language 


{. An American of Japanese ancestry who, having been 
sent by his or her parents to Japan to be educated, 
subsequently returns to America to live. Kibei often 
had a difficult time readjusting to life in the U. 


MATSUHARA: 


WALKER: 


MATSUHARA: 


WALKER: 


MATSUHARA: 


school after the public schools. They left it up to 
our own decision as to whether we wanted to or not. 
That’s interesting, because they did send your two 
older brothers back to Japan. Did something happen 
between 1918 and 1925 that changed their way of 
thinking about the value of Japanese language and 
cultural education for their children ? 
Well, it would have been quite a financial burden for 
the parents to have been sending us all back to 
Japan. . . . and, I guess that they became a little 
more at ease with the situation here in the United 
States. They probably thought that it was best that we 
got all of our education here. 
You mentioned the problem of finances. You said 
earlier that your father had had a heart attack and was 
unable to work for many years while most of his 
children were still small. What sense did you have of 
your financial situation ? 
It wasn’t a sense of poverty. We always had enough 
food at the table. Dad grew some vegetables in the 
family yard. 

We were renting a home from a Mr. William Bening. 


We lived at 3rd & P, across the street from the Crocker 


Art Gallery. Incidentally, I was born on the then M 


MATSUHARA: 


Lay 


street (which is now Capitol Avenue). There was a 
Japanese community there, and, in fact, there was a 
post office address of "Japan Alley"--that was between 
Mand L Street. There was a boarding house right in 
that section, and I was born in the boarding house. 
After I was born, we moved to 3rd and P, where my folks 
rented this huge two story home for, I think, twenty 
five dollars a month. They subleased one floor, so 
that it was almost like having it rent free. But the 
landlord didn’t seem to mind at all. He seemed anxious 
to be very helpful to the family. In fact, because his 
name was William Bening, I took up the middle 

name of William, because I didn’t have a middle name 
until I went into junior high school--up to then I 

Just went under "Yosh" or Yoshiro. Because of the 
admiration I had for this Mr. Bening, I started to use 
"William," or “Yoshiro William" Matsuhara. 

I remember that the elder Mr. Bening occupied the 
house right on the corner of 3rd and P Streets. He had 
other renters living in that house. It was a huge 
house. There was one man in an American family there 


who had a very inventive mind. He would start making 


things to sell, and one of the things that I still 
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MATSUHARA: 


a 


remember distinctly was--you Know these Christmas tree 
stands, that you see nowadays...? 
The metal Kind ? 
Unhuh, this was way back, like the 1930s or so. 
He invented one of these stands, and he asked my folks 
if we would [ike to invest some money into the 
production of this stand. He claimed that there was a 
patent applied for. Whatever happened to it, I don’t 
know, but when I think of it, you Know. . . . the sales 
of these Christmas tree stands now. . . . here was this 
American family that had made this way before these 
stands came out. Unfortunately, he later took off, 
LOO... 
Your family did invest some money with him then ? 
Yeah, whatever sum that was. How much my folks lost 
out of that, I don’t Know. 

Anyway, during the summer months I would start off 
with farm work. . . . picking pears, peaches. 
whatever crops were being harvested during the summer 
months. 
Do you remember what you were paid then ? 
I think it was twenty five cents an hour. There was 


this place called the Nojiri Company across the river 


on the Tower Bridge. They used to take the heads off 


MATSUHARA: 


WALKER: 


MATSUHARA: 


WALKER: 


MATSUHARA: 


WALKER: 
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the strawberries. They put them in a barrel and 
crushed them to make jam. They paid twenty five cents 
a crate. 
You said that you were paid about twenty five cents an 
hour for some of the fruit picking that you did. What 
did you do with the money that you earned ? 
Well, I brought it home, gave it to my folks, and they 
Kept it for me. And, of course, it wasn’t all mine. 
It was Kind of a family deal. . . . to help the 
Family. . . . and also, for whatever personal needs 
that I might have, you Know, it would come from the 
money that I earned. 
What system did the family use to decide how to spend 
the money that you earned ? 
Not saying “this is so much for food," and so forth. 
would just leave it up to them as to what they would 
allow. 

Also, when I was going to junior college, I worked 


under the program of the National Youth Act, where, 


you worked for an instructor, you would get (I think it 


was) eighteen dollars a month. Out of that I would buy 


books and help pay for lunch, and so forth. 


What Kind of work did you do ? 


Le) 


MATSUHARA: I was briefing law cases for an instructor teaching 
law. I’d go to the State Library and read the law 
cases, condense them, run copies of my condensations 
for the instructor, and he would teach the class from 
what I had condensed from the law books. 

WALKER: How did you get that job ? 

MATSUHARA: I just applied for it. The course that I was taking 
(when I changed my major from chemistry to 
accounting). . . . one of the accounting courses called 
for a class in commercial law. ‘Since the instructor 
thought that I had a Knack for being able to condense 
things, he just hired me. So I would do all the work, 
essentially, for him, out of which he taught the class. 

WALKER: Were you actively considering being a lawyer, at that 
point ? 

MATSUHARA: No. I just figured it was a job. I didn’t cherish the 
thought of being a lawyer. 

Incidentally, I went through two years of City 
College, but I didn’t apply for graduation at that 
time, because I figured I wanted to stay another year 
to go into accounting. It was during that 
period--when I was taking these accounting 


courses--that the War broke out. After that, I took 


out a leave, to go enlist. 


MATSUHARA: First, I went to enlist and they turned me down on 
December the 8th--a Monday m 
Sargeant said “Hey ! We don’t want any Japs in the 
Army!" Then, there were all Kinds of rumors flying 
around as to what was going to happen to us. Some 
Fathers of our friends, were immediately picked 
up by the FBI, on a Sunday night. They were whisked 


away, and they didn’t Know where they were going. 50 


because of the apprehension we had, you Know, as to 


what's going to happen to us (whether, gee, because 
we're Japanese are we going to get picked up too, you 
Know, in spite of the fact that we’re citizens), but 
then, because of that, I withdrew from school and 
thought of going to work someplace. 

The State of California was interested in getting 
people to work for them, and so, I applied for work. 
Let’s see, I worked first for the Department of Motor 
Vehicles for a month or less. This was after they gave 
me a very intensive quiz period, trying to determine 
whether | am a dangerous guy, also. 

Then, from the Department of Motor Vehicles, I went 
to the Department of Employment, on [ith and P Street. 

WALKER: Why did you leave the DMV, and go over to the 


Department of Employment? 


MATSUHARA: 


Frc! 


Well, the work I was doing at the DMV was just too 


boring. I wasn’t terminated. But then, when I went to 
Employment, I was placed in the incoming mail 
department, and I was sorting mail, and delivering 
mail, and some of that mail was supposed to be 
confidential stuff, you know, but I was allowed to work 
there. 

Interestingly, I remember these two guys: Jerry and 
Michael. these two Caucasians who were working 


with me at this mail department. . one guy was 
always concerned that he’s going to get called up, ; 
know ? And he told me, "Hey ! how about going in 
me one day, when they call me up ?" Here I wanted to 
go in and they wouldn’t take me and here this 
guy. . he doesn’t want to go in and he’s afraid 
he’s going to get taken in. I got shipped away and so 
I didn’t Know whatever happened to him, but I always 
thought "Doggone it, how strange it is that they don’t 
take somebody that wants to go in, and here’s somebody 
that’s trying to stay away." 

Anyway, I subsequently [April 8, 1942] received a 


letter from the State Personne! Board. It indicates 


that because I’m of Japanese ancestry they couldn't 
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MATSUHARA: 


WALKER: 


MATSUHARA: 


said, “If you ever come back, and there’s a job 
available, I sure would like to hire you back again, 
depending on the civil service situation." 

What Kind of plans were you making with your family 
during this time for what might happen ? 
Fortunately, we had more time than some of the other 
areas in California. Some had, maybe, twenty four 


3 


hours’ notice. But we weren’t evacuated until May of 
1942. So, in the meantime, you’re wondering "Gee, 
what’s going to happen ?" There were all Kinds of talk 
about how you might be placed here, or sent there, so 
that the family is separated. Eventually, we got 
notice that we had to evacuate. Then, my folks had to 
figure out what to do with the property. 

My brother had just recently bought a new car. He 


had to sell it for about 200 dollars or so, because he 


didn’t Know where to store it or what else was going to 


happen. People were always coming around saying “Hey ! 


we wanna buy this. You’re not gonna come back. You 
don’t Know what’s going to happen." So, my folks were 
selling the refrigerator or washing machine for five 


dollars, just within a few days. Mr. Bening Kindly 
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[Begin Tape I, Side B] 


WALKER: 


MATSUHARA: 


Your father had a serious heart condition. This must 
have been a considerable problem for him--having to 
deal with his condition in the circumstances 
surrounding the evacuation. Can you describe the 
situation at that time ? 

First of all, when we were initially ordered to 
evacuate Sacramento, we had to worry about disposing 
the personal property, and so forth, and then we could 
only take so much, initially, to the Assembly Center, 
which was in Walerga. Walerga Assembly Center is 
located. . .. it’d be off 1-80, north of the Breuner’s 
establishment in Sacramento. . . . that was the 
Assembly Center, built primarily to hold about 5000 of 
us from the Sacramento area. We remained there for 
about a month, at which time we were then transported 
by train to the Tule Lake Center near the 
California-Oregon border. Because of my dad’s health 
condition, they had a special block. . . . these camps 
were laid out in blocks, and each block had so many 
barracks, and then that constituted a ward--but I 
remember the biock. . . . Block Number Nine, which was 


designated for families who had patients who needed 


special diet, or who needed to be closest to the camp 
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MATSUHARA: When we were in Tule, of course, we had to eat 
at the community mess hall. You had your community 
bath rooms and wash rooms, and so forth. You just had 
to eat what they served you. Eventually, when they 
established the canteen where you could buy food, then 
you’d buy things over there, or friends would send you 
food from the outside, and you’d be able to supplement 
what they cooked at the mess by cooking in the barracks 
with a hot plate. 

WALKER: I’ve read that Tule Lake had fairly substantial 
vegetable gardens... 

MATSUHARA: Vegetable, pig, chicken farm... 

WALKER: Did your family work in those ? 

MATSUHARA: No. My parents didn’t work at all. I worked as a 
timekeeper initially, and then I went into recreation 
work, for which I got paid sixteen dollars a month. 
Then, Pear!, my wife--we weren’t married at that 
time--she was teaching shorthand at the high school. 

I think she was just getting 16 dollars a month. If 
you were a professional man--a doctor, or a dentist, 
or something--you got nineteen dollars a month. And 
then the lowest scale workers got paid twelve dollars a 


month. We were intermediate--right in there--at 


sixteen dollars a month. They gave us scrip for a 
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MATSUHARA: 


WALKER: 


MATSUHARA: 


WALKER: 


clothing allowance, and that amounted to getting some 


surplus Army clothes. 

How did they decide how much of this scrip 
each family got ? 

Each individual got scrip. 

How did they decide who got what work ? 
You just. . on your own initiative... 


There was a list of positions ? 


MATSUHARA: Right, unhuh. So if you wanted to work out on the 


farm, you signed up for farm work. recreation 
work, or time Keeper, or block manager, or cook, or 
cook’s help, or waiters, or whatever. 

WALKER: 

MATSUHARA: 


WALKER: 


What did a block manager do ? 

Well, he more or less handled the needs of the block. 
He’d ask people what was bothering them, or what they 
wanted...? 

MATSUHARA: He’d distribute the mail, and in general, he oversaw 
the people who were living in that one particular 


block. If there was any news, he’d pass the news on. 


It was a managerial job, so to speak. 


WALKER: You said your parents didn’t work at all while they 


were in the Camp. What was their state of mind at this 


time? 


meat 


MATSUHARA: Well, my dad couldn’t work at all anyway. And then, my 
mother, there was no cannery. . . . [laughter] so she 
spent her time making little crafts, and so forth. I 
have some of those sea shells that. . . . she’d go out 


and find sea shells and make lapel buttons, or 


something. . . . decorative stuff. . . . and work on 
art work. 
WALKER: Tule Lake is famous for being the camp where the “no-no 


boys" were the strongest. Eventually, all those who 
chose not to declare their allegiance to the United 
States, or to enlist in the United States’ Army, were 
segregated there. How aware were you early on that 
there were going to be problems at the camp ? 
MATSUHARA: Initially, I didn’t feel that there was this problem 
there. It only came, when they came out with this 
questionnaire. I’ve forgotten what number it 
was. . . . Twenty Seven and Twenty Eight. . . . they 
asked, "Are you willing to bear arms for 
the United States ?. . . . Are you willing to bear 
allegiance ?". . . . or words to that effect, and 
of course, this was disturbing to a lot of people 
because they figured "Why should we go into the Army, 
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And the second question, I guess, required that you 


forswear any allegiance to Japan but, many of 
these people were not American citizens... 

Right, they couldn’t be. . . . and then they figured 
"Gee, what can we do ?". . . . you Know. . . . and the 
uncertainty is the thing that caused a lot of 
problems. . . . what’s going to happen ?. . . . and 


then, within the block you could sense some people 
saying "“you’re bakatare (a fool) if you say ‘yes-yes’ 
because what’re you going to do ? Are you going to go 
in the Army while we stay 

here. . . . the family stays here ?" So, you could see 
the split there, within the block... 

What kinds of debates did you get involved in about it? 
Initially, when they asked for volunteers, for the 
combat team to go to Europe. .. . that was the first 
time that they asked for volunteers. . . . some of my 
friends volunteered, but I was too upset about the 
whole situation. I figured, “I’m not going to go into 
a suicide regiment while my folks are still in Camp." 
Do you think that the 442nd was a suicide regiment ? 
Well, this was the feeling that we had in Camp, you 


know, that they would be spearheading 


everything. . .  . that they would be up front. 
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and there were going to be a lot of casualties. 
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and you figured that you’re not going to come back. 
my feeling up to that point was, "I'm not going to giv 
my life, after the way the government has treated thos 


of Japanese ancestry." But then, eventually, my 
attitude changed because I used to get letters from my 
buddies that were in training, and, one of my closest 
friends (who was a little bit older than I was). 

he had been drafted prior to the War, and he eventual! 
ended up with the 442. . . . I’d hear from him, and I 
figured “that’s my pal out there, I gotta do something 
to do my share". . . . in spite of the feeling that I 
intially had. 

50, when they asked for volunteers to go to the 
Pacific, I thought, "Gee, my being in the Camp resulte 
because of actions of the Japanese military." So, I 
guess I was more angry at the Japanese military than I 
was with the Germans and Italians. So I figured, “I 
think I would like to go to the Pacific, instead." 

50, I made my decision without consulting my 
parents. In that situation, I felt, “I gotta make my 
own decision." And so, I volunteered. Then I told my 


folks, “I just signed up to go to the Pacific.” 


What was their reaction ? 
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Their reaction initially was. . . . they were 
concerned "Gee, what can we do if you lose your 
life in the Pacific ? Do you still want to go, in 


spite of the fact that we’!! be in Camp here ?" And I 
Said, “Well, that’s the decision I have to make. I 


want to do my share. And I remember my dad 

saying, “This is your country, so give it your best. 
Take care of yourself." And, he told me not to worry 
too much about them. And so they gave me their 
blessing, which made me feel a whole lot better, of 
course. 

My induction was on November 13, 1943, while we were 
still there in Tule Lake. At that time, there were 
plans that those of us who answered “yes-yes" had to be 
relocated to some other campsite other than Tule Lake, 
because from the ten centers spread out throughout the 
United States, those who answered "no-no" would be 
transferred to Tule Lake. So, they called Tule Lake a 
“segregation center." So those of us. .. . all those 
who answered "“yes-yes" had to move out of Tule 


Lake. . . . and since my folks. . . . their decision 


was to stay in the United States. . . . and my sisters 


were staying in the United States. . . . had to move to 
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Topaz, Utah, which is about 200 miles from Salt Lake 
City, in the desert. 

After I helped my folks pack and relocate to this 
other camp at Topaz, Utah, on January I1, 1944, I was 
inducted through Ft. Douglas, Utah. From there, I went 
to E Company, in Camp Savage, Minnesota--to the 
Military Intelligence Language School--and went 
through an intensive nine month course in Japanese 
language and culture, geography, methods of 
interrogation, interpreting, decoding, and so forth. 
You mentioned that your parents didn’t particularly 
encourage you to attend Japanese School, but, in fact, 
you did attend Japanese School on your own initiative 
in Sacramento, starting at about the age of... 

I was in junior high school. 50, I decided "Gee, maybe 
I would like to learn something about the Japanese 
language." So, I told my folks, "I would like to go to 
the Japanese Language Schoo! after the public school 
classes." So, after the public schools, for one hour, 
you’d attend the Japanese Language School. They had a 
fee that you had to pay. .. . I forgot what it 

was. . . . but, every month you had to pay what they 


call a gesha. . ..a fee... . an enrollment 


fee. . . . and so, initially, I started off from 
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scratch: reading and writing Japanese. I was with the 
youngsters, so to speak. And then, because I was able 
to go at my own speed, I eventually came up to the 
level of my own age group. And so I went through the 
Language Schoo! up to the time I went into high sc 
Then, after that I dropped out of the Language 
school, but I was able to get enough reading and 
writing of Japanese that when I went to Camp Savage, I 
was still able to get into a low-medium rating class. 
Because of that, I was in a nine month course. Some of 
those who were more proficient in it went through the 
course in six months. 
Where was the Language School in Sacramento ? 
The one that I went to was. . . . they had different 
ones. . . . the one that I went to was at the Nichiren 
Buddhist Church. They were located on P Street, 
between 3rd and 2nd Street. The Buddhist Church had a 
larger Japanese Language School, and they were located 
on 0 Street between 4th and 5th Street. 
Where were the teachers recruited ? 


Teachers were primarily Isseis.1 


1. Older Japanese Americans born in Japan. 
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They were volunteer 
No, they got paid. Interesting, too. .. . they had 
classes in judo, kendo, fencing, and they had these 
sumo. . . . japanese wrestling. . . . and it was quite 
an event being in these suwo tournaments. And, I was 
interested in suwo tournaments, so, when I was a Kid, I 
used to get into these tournaments. It was quite 
competitive. 

I take it you didn’t all have to weigh 300 Ibs. ? 
[laughter] No. They had different levels. They used 
to draw quite a crowd. It was quite an event, 
especially when they had a tournament on the 4th of 
July. They had it before at the grounds of the 


Buddhist Church and they also had tournaments at this 


"Japan Alley." There was a lot there that they set up 
these suwo rings. . .. like I say, it drew quite a 
crowd. 


Did Caucasians and others attend ? 

No. This was primarily Japanese. Also, in terms of 
activities prior to the War, we were involved in 
athletics---mostly basketball and baseball. There was 


football, too, but I was involved primarily in 


basketball. The fact that I was involved in basketbal | 


MATSUHARA: 


with a nisei team (second generation Japanese American) 
at the high schoo! level was because of our size. The 
coach Kind of frowned on us going out for the team 
unless we were out for the C team, or the B team. In 
terms of trying to play for the varsity, it was almost 
nil. Very rarely you found a nisei playing football, 
basketball, baseball! for the varsity. Of course, on 
the junior high school level it was quite different. 
Lincoln Junior High School (that I went through) at 
that time was mostly Asians, and so we were able to 
make the teams. And, of course, I was competitive 
throughout the junior high schools in Sacramento. They 
had sort of a league-like thing that young Kids were 
able to participate in. But at the high school level, 
or the junior college level, it was very rare that you 
found any niseis involved in this. So, because we 
played in the Nisei League, it involved teams from 
various cities in the Valley here, and also in the Bay 
Area. 

We used to draw quite a bit of crowd--especially at 
the Buddhist Church. It had a large gym, that was 
later converted into an induction center, after we got 


evacuated. We played all our games there. 
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Incidentally, it was on December 7, 1941, when we were 
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involved in a championship basketball! game. . . . you 
Know, and then the interest was more about the news 
about the War than about the championship basketbal | 
game. And, even though Sacramento came out with a 
championship, we didn’t celebrate as much as you would 
like to because we were concerned about the War 
situation. 

OF course, some of these recreational things carried 
on into while were in Camp, so we were able to 
participate in athletics, you know, with teams that you 
formed in Camp. 

[I wondered about the fact that the Japanese schools 
seem to have been carried on mostly through the 
Buddhist churches. You're not a Buddhist, are you ? 

I was a Buddhist. . . . well, in fact, in terms of 
religion, you Know, as a youngster, I used to go to the 
Buddhist Church, the Baptist Church, the Nichiren 
Buddhist Church... 

What’s the difference between a Nichiren Buddhist 
Church and the "regular" Buddhist Church ? 

Well, the Nichiren Buddhist Church was a little bit 


more. . . . well, they had the drums and everything. 


The service was a little bit different. . . . more 
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know, I would say it was about the same. 
It’s not an “American” branch. . . . I mean, they have 
Nichiren Buddhist churches in Japan as well ? 

Right. Of course the Buddhist Church was the largest 
of the Japanese churches, so to speak. They had the 


most membership. 
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Mr. Matsuhara, we were talking about your participation 


we were talking about your religious affiliation. 
Could you tell us what your parents’ attitude was 
toward religion, and how it was that you came to attend 
the various churches that you attended ? 

First of all, I used to go to the Baptist Church, 
because one of my best friends was a Baptist, and he 
always used to come after me on Sunday mornings, to go 
to Baptist Church. And, the Baptist Church did have a 
small gymnasium. But then, eventually, we started a 
team of our own. . . . and then, the Buddhist Church 
wanted us to play for them, because we had some pretty 
good players on this independent team that we had on 
our own. 

I decided to go to the Buddhist Church because they 
gave us the best deal in terms of basketball schedules 
and uniforms. Then they offered us travels and 
uniforms and everything. 

My folks were not ardent church goers. They only 


went to church on special occasions. My mother & dad 


never insisted that "you gotta go to church." They 
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left things much to ourselves, you Know. . . . except 
to say, "Be sure that you behave yourself." They were 
very sports-minded, so they would follow the 
team--both my mother and dad (with other Isseis who 
were interested in sports)--to come see the games. 
So, it was not unusual to find very many isse! parents 
going to the gym. As a matter of fact, the minister of 
the Buddhist Church, at that time, was interested in 
how we were doing, too. He’d come out and say, “I 
gotta cut my sermon short, so I can go see you guys 
play." [laughter] So, that was the reason I remained 
with the Buddhist Church: because of the opportunity to 
play basketball for them. . . . and also, the fact that 
they provided a lot of things that other teams didn’t 
provide. 

We'd take barnstorming tours down to southern Cal. 
One year we took a tour up to Oregon and Washington. 
We were contemplating taking a tour to Utah and Denver, 
but that was the time when the War broke out, so... 
You were playing nisei teams...? 
Nisei teams. As a matter of fact, teams from Hawaii 


would even come to play in the mainland here... 


How were all of these things financed ? 
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Just on your own. . . . or maybe the organization might 
chip in, or we might sell raffle tickets and finance 
the trips. 

Basketball was primarily the maJor attraction in 
those days because you didn’t have tv--Just a 
radio, and so forth. In terms of other activities, 
it was kind of limited to within your own racial group. 
You didn’t intermingle like you do nowadays. It was 
very rare that you had interracial marriages. 50, if 
you didn’t belong--within your own racial 
group--where could you go ? There was that 
cohesiveness that you sort of enjoyed--that you don’t 
enjoy nowadays--because our interests are so varied, 
and people go here and yonder for whatever activities 
that they might get involved in. 
Let’s shift gears now and go back to the Camps, because 
that's where we left you when we were talking about 
your training. Actually, we had just gotten you to 
Camp Savage in Minnesota. You had to make a choice 
within the Camp itself, didn’t you, in terms 


of what Kind of work you were going to be doing in the 


Army once your training was completed. Can you tel! me 


about that ? 
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No, You didn’t have your choice. You took all of these 
courses: interpreting, interrogation, geography. We 
had to learn. . . . as a matter of fact, the classes 
were from eight to noon and then from one to five, and 
then compulsory study, seven to nine. .. . five days a 
week. And every Saturday morning you had a test from 
eight to noon. Then, you could get a pass to go into 
St. Paul or Minneapolis. 

But it was a very intensive course. .. . every day 

you had to memorize 100 kanjis. Some of us, after 
"lights’out" at ten o’clock, would pull a blanket 

over our head, with a flashlight, or go to the 

latrine, and do some studying. It was very 
intensive... 

You said you had 100 Kanjis to learn per day. That 
means you had 500 on the test every Saturday ? 

Right, unhuh. And it’s all a matter of memory... 

Were they characters that would build on each other, or 
were they all entirely separate ? 

Some of them were Kind of interrelated, but then, you 
Know, in Japanese kanji, there’s a way to read it in 


Japanese, and there's a Chinese reading, so you had to 


learn the two readings and so whatever the Kanji that 
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might be on top or on the bottom, you kind of have to 
find out how to read those. 
Why did the instructors feel it was valuable to know 
the Chinese way of reading it ? 
It’s just that the Japanese language, basically, is a 
Chinese language made a little bit more difficult. 
[laughter] You also had to learn how to talk 
to. . . . there’s a way that you address a person at 
your level, a way you address a person superior to you, 
somebody below. . . . a way you talk to a person in a 
military way. You had to learn all these. . . . get 
quite proficient at it. The hardest was trying to 
learn Japanese what they call Sosho. That’s something 
like shorthand in Japanese. I could never master that 
proficiently. 
Japanese Army people would use that for diaries ? 
Not necessarily Japanese Army personnel, but, anybody. 
It’s really complicated, and trying to master all that 
is quite a task... 

But then, after you graduated--whether it be in the 
six month or the nine month session--they figured that 
the course they gave in Intelligence School was almost 


comparable to what you might go through at War College 


in Japan. And so, for this reason, there wasn’t much 
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ready for them. But these were things that the 


And so, they were valuable in terms of Front-line 
duties, and also, when you got captured documents you 
were able to decipher--you Know, determine where the 
gun emplacements were, what the orders were--and these 
things were all unaware to the Japanese Army, as to 
what’s being done. They didn’t realize that the U.5. 
Army had personnel that could decode, decipher, 
interpret all these things. That’s why--as far as the 
MIS were concerned--they didn’t get the publicity that 
the 442 and the 100th Infantry got. It was all a “hush 
hush" deal. It’s only a few years ago that a 
little of this has been able to come trickling out. 

In fact, a lot of people didn’t realize that 

there were close to five or six thousand of us in the 
Pacific. They didn’t hear about it. Some Gls didn’t 
even Know that we were with them, unless they were with 
us as body guards, so to speak, because we faced the 
problem of being shot at by them [the Japanese], and 
also by our own troops. 

One more thing before we leave the subject of the 


Military Intelligence School at Ft. Savage. I was just 


curious. . . . you mentioned that you got liberty to go 
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into St. Paul and Minneapolis. What did you do there, 
and how were you received by the community ? 
The Scandinavian people that predominantly settled in 
that area were very hospitable. Usually, we ended up 
going to the USO... 
A genuine, integrated USO ? 
Yeh, right. They were so hospitable that. . . . to the 
extent that. . . . 1 felt that if I got discharged | 
would want to settle either in St. Paul, or 
Minneapolis. But the fact that my folks came back to 
Sacramento, you Know, that’s why I returned to 
Sacramento. Otherwise, I would have gone back to 
Minneapolis or St. Paul to settle there. That’s how 
much I thought of the people there. In terms of 
prejudice, and so forth, you didn’t sense that as you 
did on the Pacific Coast. They treated us as 
Americans. For that reason, it was real nice to be up 
there. 

Of course, there was some resentment with the white 
troops when we moved to Ft. Snelling. There was some 
resentment initially, that we were going into Ft. 


onelling to establish a school there, and they had to 


move elsewhere. 
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That’s one of the incidents in terms of Army 
experience. . . . of course, the other experience was 
in Ft. McClellan in Alabama, where we went for basic 
infantry training... 

This was where you went after you finished your 
language training ? 

Language School, yeh. And then we went for the basic 
infantry training. At Ft. McClellan, the cadre there 
told us, “Don’t go into the negroes". . . . they were 
called “negroes” then. . . . "Don’t go into the 
negroes’ PX, or the theater. . . . you get on the bus, 
you sit in the front, don’t go to the back". . .. and 
he said, “because you are white." And so, we were 
“white men" in an Army camp in Ft. McClellan, and we 
had to be careful that we didn’t associate with the 
black soldiers. Which was Kind of disturbing. 

that, you Know, here, I grew up as a kid in a very 
cosmopolitan feeling, where I had friends: Blacks, 
Mexicans, and Italian, and so forth. . . . then, you 
come into the Army and they tell you you can’t 
associate with the negroes. 

How did the Blacks relate to you ? 


There were no incidents against us, or anything, but I 


can’t help but feel that there was resentment on their 
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part that they were treated like they were: they had to 
sit in the back of the bus, and they had their own Px, 
and so forth. 

Interestingly too, in the Midwest, because prior to 
the War there weren’t too many Asians, when I used to 
get a 3 day pass, to go from Camp Savage to Kansas 
City. . . . my wife (we weren’t married), Pear! 
had relocated too, you Know--made clearance to go out 
of the Camp to work in Kansas City--so, on the train, 
people would look at me, and I Know that they were 
wondering who I was, you Know. I’m in my uniform. 
and I recall one of them asked, “are you an Eskimo ?" 


[laughter] So, "Kiddin’ me," I said, "Yeh ! I’m an 
Eskimo. " 

Those incidents I always remember, and, of course, I 
suppose the thing that was most disturbing was, before 
going overseas, to go visit my folks in Internment 
Camp. They searched me, and I’m in uniform, and you 
still get searched. And, you Know, feeling |ike here 
I’m going to go overseas, so I came to see my folks, 


and I may not come back, and had to go through a search 


like that, you Know, like if I’m somebody stil 


dangerous, and so forth. It was very humiliating. 
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The other side. . . . in Japan though. . . . the 
Japanese people treated me so well... 
This was after the War ? 
Yeh, after the War and I’m serving Occupation with the 
[ith Airborne. Families always seemed very 
understanding. . . . that since I was born here in the 
States. I would tell them I’m a volunteer to fight in 
the Pacific, and they seemed understanding that I 
volunteered. 
Because you owe your allegiance to where you live 
Yeh. They said "This is your loyalty." And a couple 
of the Families would say, "Your folks are so far away, 
while you’re here, we’re your parents.” 
Well, you’d finished your language training, and you'd 
Finished your basic training. . . . How did you find 
out where you were going to go and what you were going 
to do ? 
I knew that we were going to be shipped to the Pacific, 
and we were eventually told that we were going to the 
Philippine Islands. So, we went by way of the Marshal | 


Islands, Eniwetok, and eventually to the Philippines. 


Had the Army already invaded the Philippines before you 


got there ? 
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Oh yeh, at the closing stages of the War. But then, 
still we were concerned about possible 

“diehards". . . . Japanese that might still be in the 
Jungle, or any other place that they might be hiding 
out. .. . Then, of course, they had a large prison 
compound where we had to go and interrogate the 
prisoners about conditions in Japan. 

Where in the Philippines was this ? 

This was in Alabang. It’s close to Manila. 

There were times when you’d go out with a patrol, to 
see if you could bring in any more prisoners. Some of 
the prisoners don’t seem to realize that the War was 
close to an end. You had to be cautious as to 

whether they were going to come out with no regard 
about their own lives. You Kind of had to talk to them 
and convince them to give up. 


Do you think you were "convincing ?" 

I think I was, yeh, because I’m alive. [laughter] 
What Kinds of things did you tell them to persuade them 
to give up ? 

“It’s a lost cause" and "Think of your family back 
home"... 


But what about the humiliation to the family if they 


were to surrender ? 
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Well, you Kind of had to convince them that there 


H FY 


really was no humiliation, you Know...that they had to 
think in terms of the future...if they had any 
children, or the wife was still waiting at home: "You 
owe it to them to come home." And that, "You're not 


the only one that’s surrendering, you won’t be alone." 
It was just a matter of persuasion and make sure that 
you’re not going to be there to harm him, and you’r 

trying to help him. 


But the thing that’s most fearful is: you're 


unarmed--he’s still armed. You don’t Know what to 
expect. 

Why were you unarmed ? 

Well, because if I went in armed, you Know, they would 
think that I’m still going to fight them. It’s a 
general tactic that we be unarmed. 
And you were basically unsupported ? You were by 
yourself ? 

No, there were GIs that came with you, because they had 
to make sure that. they were armed, but if I’m 
willing to expose myself, you Know, to the threat that 
they’re going to give to me, they Know that I’m 

that I don’t 


sincere. intend to harm them. 


What Kind of terrain were you doing this work in ? 


= 
Okinawa they had these tombs right in the hillsides. 
You didn’t Know who was in there. It’s really 
something, you Know, all these tombs that were built in 
the hills in Okinawa. 

It was just the uncertainty as to the actions of who 
you were confronting, you Know. I guess, by the grace 
of God, nothing unusual happened to jeopardize you, or 
was left. Only thing that came close to dying was when 
I flew from the Philippines to Okinawa. I requested a 
switch from the Counter Intelligence Corps to the 176th 


Language Detachment. 
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Mr. Matsuhara, we were talking. about a switch you made 


from one branch of the Military Intelligence Service to 


another. a switch that was fortunate in your 
case, because it saved your life, in Fact. Could you 
tell us about this incident ? 

Well, when we were in the Philippines, they divided 


twenty of us into two teams: 
assigned to the Counter Intelligence Corps of the IIth 
Airborne Division and the other ten were assigned to 
the 176th Language Detachment of the [ith Airborne 
Division. For some unknown reason, I wanted to change 
from the Counter Intelligence Corps to the Language 
Detachment, so I asked the officer in charge if it 
would be possible for me to change places with another 
fellow initially assigned to the Language Detachment, 
and to go to the CIC. Both the officer and the other 
person were agreeable to this switch, so we switched 
places. It turned out that our plane landed safely on 
Okinawa, but the others, with the Counterintelligence 


Corps crashed in trying to make a landing on Okinawa 


after an air raid alert was sounded. 
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The following morning, we had to come down from 
the hills to identify those who were killed in that 
plane crash. It was quite a shock, of course, to see 
my Friends who had died in that crash. It must have 
been fate that I was spared that ordeal 
What was the difference between what the people in the 
counter intelligence unit did and what the people in 
the language unit did ? 
The Counter Intelligence Corps, as I understood it, was 
more investigative. . . . not only the goings on of the 
Japanese, but also those doings within the U.S. forces. 
The Language Detachment was primarily to work with the 
Japanese government: interpreting, interrogating, 
getting Army information. 
When you say, “work with the Japanese government" 
you're talking about before the War is over though, 
aren’t you ? 
Well, when the War is over. . . . planning 
stages. . . . we had to find out still the possible 
threat of any more "“diehards" who may figure there’s no 
surrender. 50 that was one of the concerns when we 
initially landed at Atsugi Airport in Japan, on the 


first day of Occupation. You didn’t Know whether you 


were still going to Fight some Japanese forces that 


MATSUHARA: 


might consider they still want to fight. And so, when 
we landed, we landed with our full equipment: two 


grenades on the strap, and we carried carbines, not 
the regular Mis. We were fully armed for any emergency 
that might arise. 

Interestingly though, when we landed, the Japanese 
Army trucks were waiting for us, to take us to our 
bivouac area. We got on their trucks, and they came to 
a stop, initially, to a real nice place, and we thought 
It turned out that was for 


As I 


“We’re gonna stay there." 
the officers. They took us to another place. 
recall, it was a racetrack or something. 

We got off there, and we drifted away from the 
racetrack where we were supposed to stay, and we went 
looking around the neighborhood for an appropriate 
house, and, we were yelling out in Japanese, "Is there 
“We'd [ike to 


anybody home ?". you Know. 


taik to you." Then this old gentleman came out from 
nowhere. He asked us what we wanted, and we told him 
“We want a place where we can stay for the night, 


"Well, that 


because we just got in. And he says, 


house there, has a lot of fleas, so you come with me." 


He took us to his place where they stayed in the 


fe 
rg | 


MATSUHARA: racetrack. And he said, “You could have this 
particular room." 
Then we broke out our rations, and we had these 
chocolate bars out of the K rations, and he had his 
eyes wide open as to how we were cutting the chocolate. 


We told him, "You can have some," and he 
really appreciated that. In fact, the crumbs that were 
on the table, you Know, he scraped them up and said 
those were the first sweets he’d tasted In years. 
very appreciative. 

In talking with him that night. . . . he and his 

other friends that were also in that area there. 
they said that they were glad that the War was over, 
and that essentially the people of Japan didn’t want 
the War. It was the military. . . . the military had 
so much to say, so, they had to go along with what the 
military had decided to do. So, in terms of their 
attitudes on the War, they were really relieved that 
the War had come to an end. 

WALKER: And it’s not your impression that they were in any 


sense frightened of the American soldiers, or had any 


of 
’ 


feeling of hostility toward them 


MATSUHARA: 


WALKER: 
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There was some fears, you Know, about what would happen 


oo] 


to them. Realizing that we meant them no harn, 
think, was an assurance to them. 

In terms of assurances, it was interesting that, 
when I was with the Advance Echelon and went out 
further north, in talking with the officials, you Know, 


i 


they had a term for “red light district," and I didn’t 


know what it was in Japanese, and they’re talking about 
that, and I wondered, "Gee, what are they talking 

about ?" [laughter] They were concerned about having 

a "red light district" established for the troops. 

That was kind of humorous when I thought about it 
later. Here they’re talking about iro wachi (that’s 


"colored district," "red light district," you Know), 
and it didn’t dawn on me that that was what they were 
talking about. 

So you were made the administrator of this project ? 
No, they were asking if there were any particular “red 
light district" that they would want to set up for the 
troops. Then, later on, when the Black troops came in, 
they were Kind of afraid of them. They didn’t Know 


what to expect from the Black troops. Of course, 


later, when they found out that the Black troops 


treated the women nice, they didn’t seem to mind. But 


MATSUHARA: 


WALKER: 


MATSUHARA: 


WALKER: 
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initially, they were quite fearful as to what they’re 
going to expect from the Black troops. 
You Know, that raises an interesting question. Since 
the Black troops were segregated from the other troops 
in the U.S. Army in Japan, did they have their own 
nisel interpreters that would go with them ? Or were 
they just thrown on their own resources ? 
I can’t recall any niseis attached to the Black troops. 
Of course, somehow or another, you Know, even though 
you didn’t have interpreters or interrogators attached 
to the troops, Gls seemed to manage one way or another. 
Most of the time that I did my interpreting, there 
was a Japanese civilian, or a Japanese officer, that 
could speak Fluent English. I would tell my officer, 
“Let the other guy (or the other lady) interpret, and 
I’ Ill see if she’s doing it ok." There were some terms 
that I was unfamiliar with, and they would be 
interpreting, and I would tell them, “Clarify a little 
bit. . . . more simply." So, that was one way I was 
able to solve some of these problems that came about. 
It sounds as though the Japanese government--at least 


at the local level--continued to function fairly 


efficiently after the surrender... 


MATSUHARA: 


WALKER: 


Right. There was one situation where me and one of my 


admiral in the naval station of the Advance Echelon 
that we were preceding. Ted backed out at the last 
minute, so I was left alone to go. A Japanese 
lieutenant came after me to go to this dinner, and this 
lieutenant spoke very fluent English. As I recall, he 
went to a university in the States before the War. 
Then, I had dinner with the admiral, and, of course, we 
weren't too well-versed about the protocol about how to 
behave ourselves, you Know. [laughter] It would have 
been customary for a Japanese to have taken a gift, or 
something. I didn’t take anything, and I felt kind of 
bad about it later. I should have taken some 
cigarettes, or something, with me and given it to him, 
but, I neglected to do that because I never thought 
about the protocol. 

Then, the idea of “here I am an enlisted man sitting 
with an admiral and his staff." But, we had a nice 
dinner out of that, and it was quite enjoyable. He was 
interested about myself, and we had a nice evening. 


Can you tell me some more about the Advance 


Echelon...exactly what your responsibilities were ? 
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No, we said, “We would like this home here for General 
Dorn. Can you make arrangements to move out ?" And, of 
course, they couldn’t say “no.” 

So, the owners were not the ones who volunteered the 
properties... 

Officials would say that this is the home that would be 
appropriate for the General to occupy. 

Were you put in the position of having to assess 
whether that would be a good idea in terms of protocol! 
within the community ? Was it possible that you might 
have to choose between several different residences and 
you would have to worry about whether parties would be 
upset ? 

No, that choice wasn’t mine. My idea was to make sure 
that whatever conversation took place was just the way 
it was. So, if the villagers tell the occupant, “This 
is the home that would be appropriate for a General. 


We’d like for you to leave. Then they accepted it, 


I guess, as one of the “spoils of war," so to speak. 
After the General occupied it, I did stay in these 
homes with the General for awhile, until I asked that I 
go back with the regular troops. And the family would 


come by, every now and then, and ask permission to see 


the home. [laughter ] 


MATSUHARA: 


You say you asked for permission to go back with the 
regular troops. Or were you asked to go back ? 
No, I asked the General, “Gee, I’d like to go back and 


stay with the regular troops. You Know, in a sense, 
you Kind of live like a King, staying there, but then, 
you miss your own buddies. 

They weren’t all in their own fancy homes, then ? 

No. They were in the regular. . . . where they took 
over the schools, or something like that. .. . it’s 


Just the idea that I didn’t want to be bedding where I 


bone 


was. Even though it was the nicest facility. So, 
if 


asked, “Is there any chance of my going back to 


it 


live with the regular troops And, he was very nice 
about it. . . . said, “Go on ahead.” 


When you went back that was the end of your Advance 


3 


Fchelon work then 
Right. After the Advance Echelon. . . . they came up, 
you Know. . . . I was living in the same residence with 
the General and the jeep driver and a couple other 
officers, you Know. . . . and so, the jeep driver and I 
were the only enlisted personnel living at the 


house. . . . one in AKita and one in Yamagata. The 


people that continued to live there would be the cooks 


WALKER 
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and the maids, the groundskeeper, and so forth. But, I 
think they treated us much better than actually the 
officers. 

Ali in all, it was quite an experience. But in the 
long run, like I said, I wanted to go back and rejoin 
my other buddies. 

Once you did that, how long were you still in Japan ? 
Well, I stayed in Japan eight months. So, I'd say I 

must have stayed in that situation maybe five to six 

months before I went back to stay with troops. 


7 


90 that takes us almost to the Spring of '46 ? 


wl 
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Right. And then later our Division moved up to 
Hokkaido. So, about that time, I had enough points to 
be discharged to come home. They couldn’t talk me into 
reeniisting, and they said, if you don’t reenlist, why 
don’t you get a civil service job, get an overseas 
discharge and you can work around the area. 

But I wanted to come home. Prior to my coming home, 
I asked for temporary duty for one week to go up to 
Hokkaido, just to see what it was like. So the officer 
granted me that TIDY to go to Hokkaido and. .. . at 


that time, there was this ferry going from Honshu to 


Hokkaido, and the Captain of the ferry allowed me to 


MATSUHARA: stay in his cabin during my trip on the 


Hokkaido, and I was treated just |ike a special gu 


while I was going over there. 

WALKER: This must have been very difficult for the Japanese 
because the food supplies were rather short... 

MATSUHARA: Well, I don’t Know how they survived. Maybe it’s the 
rice and sweet potatoes, or whatever. .. . but, I 
never saw an emaciated Japanese. Somehow or other, 
they seemed to be well-fed. The ones that I saw. 

In terms of sweets and necessities, I guess, 

unless you were a very wealthy person, you didn’t have 
them. These wealthy family homes that we took 
over. . . . when they moved to another residence of 
their own. . . . after you became friendly with them 
and you visited them, it was surprising what they came 
out with. It’s customary that they serve you 
something, you Know, and they had their sugar and 
coffee and tea and everything. What they lacked was 
maybe. . . . you gave them American cigarettes, they 
were very appreciative. But, in general, they were, in 
terms of being. . . . showed hospitality. . . . it was 
Just fabulous. 

WALKER: What had you been hearing from you family back in the 


States 7 
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One of the problems was that since I was moving around 
so much, you Know, I had problems with the letters 
following me. And, as a matter of fact, I often 
wondered, "Gee, how are my folks doing. . . . Where are 
they located ?" I didn’t realize that they had 
relocated back from Topaz to Sacramento until maybe 
shortly before I came home. So, that’s when I realized 
that I’m going to come back to Sacramento, and not be 
sent to Minneapolis or St. Paul, when I had to be 
discharged. 50, I gave my address as 906 1/2 T Street, 
where my folks were living. 

The Bening’s house ? 

No no, this was. . . . the Bening’s house was. ... I 
don’t Know whatever happened to them at that time, but 
my brother, in the meantime, had come home. He had 
made arrangements to purchase this home at 906 1/2 T 
street. So that’s where my folks were living, and I 


came home in May of °46. 


[End Session 1, November 6, 1990] 
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capable of doing. I 


but when it came down to testing 


we got to see it within a certain period of time, but 


they could have downgraded me down. 50, I 


help but feel it was a matter of race. 


that you Knew who 


Ltd 


Were there particular individuals 


were possibly doing this ? You don’t have to name any 


amt a. es 


that I be placed 


Division. This was my preference 


MATSUHARA: 


62 


with the Probation Department, I was with the Adult 
Division, 

Then, I spent about nine months or so working 
with the juvenile court system. When I’d write 
reports recommending to the judge about what to do 
with either the juveniles or with the aduits, I'd 
really call them as I saw the case. There were times 
that I felt very strongly about recommending a certain 
way, and then the Supervisor wouldn’t see it my way, 
and, we’d have a little squabble about that. 

I Know one situation where we were discussing a 
case report that I had written when I was working with 
a juvenile. I felt very strongly that this particular 
Juvenile had enough chances on probation. What he did 
was something that warranted him going to the Youth 
Authority. When I recommended that, the Supervisor, 
and the one above him, openly came out and said, 

e YOUsCrazy se) lesa ide Noe Fe meno, 
this is is the way I fee! about it. I should get a 

better feeling about how this person is, because I’m 
the one that personally interviewed him. I’m the one 
that went to the home to see what the home situation 


was. You read my report, but you don’t know the other 


details about the whole situation. 
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Department of Education. In fact, 1 told her to quit, 
because it was to much of a stress and strain on her. 


I told her it was not worth it for her to be going to 
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work. . . . the mental stress 

and everything. It wasn’t worth it, so, I 

figured, “Well, we can manage with just one salary (at 
that time), anyway. 


Also, when we were living at 1921 [0th Street, 
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Tell me a little bit about your house search. You 

d me in our preliminary talk that it was a problem 
getting a home. When you came back, you were renting, 
then, after your first child was born was when you 
went out to begin to look ? 

Right, unhuh. Well, we wanted a bigger home because 
the fiat that we were renting was actually Just a 


a4 a 4 3 ® 2 : : cS i: were 7 ha 
three room Flat: a living room that had one of those 
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beds that you can slide out from the closet, the 


middle room was our bedroom, and then the kitchen, 
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sO 1 had Pear! stay home tor seventeen years inen, 


after the Kids were in a situation where we felt 


OF course, that was only a two bedroom home, and 
it was crowded for the three kids. We wanted to get a 


Ff 


larger home, so we ended up buying this lot here. 


There were quite a few em 


we wanted the lot next door, we couldn’t get that one, 


dice ! neni Tang Cr ae an i * + fo ” a, _ + 
didn't provide for. . . . I forgot what the amount 


was. . . . 80, we had to put down a substantial amount 


to actually qualify to have the payment transferred 


over to this house. It was quite a substantial amount, 
but then we took it out of savings, and made up the 
difference, so that we were still on the Cal Vet on 
this one again. The payment was. .. . I think 
was... . beginning around sixty, seventy dollars a 


month, but that was because of the large down payment 


that we were able to put down. 
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WALKER: What about the Nichiren Buddhist Church ? 


MATSUHARA: The WN 
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chirpen Buddhist Church used to be on P Street, 


between 3rd and 2nd. Now, they've moved down to 24th 


The old Buddhist Church used to be on O Street 
between 4th and 5th Street. But that’s been torn down. 
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ceremonies. 
I became a Presbyterian because that’s where we 
got married. Pearl just wouldn’t get away from the 


church. . . . Presbyterian Church. She’s been a staunch 


Presbyterian since she was a Kid. I was Kind of a 


drifter, drifting from one church to another, and so, 


a tad ic: ” a a ms sft i Ti 
wea fw a wn x Ti ae en tJ mh 
— c “~ a + + : Ti ~ oo = Fe wn 
i on ml ea wr 5 — — pat ee rT 
we “1 ‘3 > ae ~" ti we Be fromeey Ti = aa ae wake wi ae ai “c 
Pn " a eh es Pe ma - a oe ri silos 
a i Ti ra a i _ a oa oot 4B on a) fave = Soon a deel ofl 
rT ti f= spel a o> a cy rt + fab} ra (Ti ah ra po 
— eae oe a alte a et vel oe 2K wpe wr 
Ca ae Sy i Ls rah) el ti “ae —_ safe a fl * ty 
nh a tr “a wn Cc 00 veoneee eefeonee! co wi qi * Ti (oe a 82 
A a ma Wr : = “el = wn « wn ce wu e= SB 3 a 
“rn > ra | ee wo ma) 3 co wa Ti ae ol # fe mi mr rae 
deo Ee okie at a oe ‘Ti ot is ak wee So Lae a = —_ 
wi wn 6s — Mende se t... a * ah tJ a Ww Ti 


t 
mf ale: ed a .. el . i a lt cD ts “poet wa 
t.! a ma ~ a (Ti IT aS i. mr = deat hun a a a 
aD 8s x ee a sie Maan wes whee waked " = el ™ ql wr 2 es Mano 
ee oe ARR ea a 2 wn : . oo +. oo. oO =—t Ss 
8 ed oa =a = tome spool Ti aR ra a i 
_ Capes ae = 3 ny — mh q) i eho _ 2 a ” i eines “eA at sol 
soe — ma ti ae > _ Ee wn he Ti cant rt os ofr! wn ~ co 
han oo a a nh = oe i. omens oi a rT fi nl — 
si a eet IT ee a wr a 7 —_ ak 3 Se ae aa es mn ™ 
na qa aaa 4B rT a eo Dee) “ Sine el a 4 i nto! oe el ma _ IT 
——e wheal Sod wi i. qa < oo = es = Noa == mn eas TG 
t. = ‘Ti AB & (Ti fan oe = ke (Ti a sel Ti mn = 
— a Cees aes a o. ea Lt wn sl nn sent a snaie set co. breed 
IT Emel soft soft qi ti a ms ah) co ee) 9: ti a. 1 some Ti “to 
= a ae x4 fa nn ma los ma ae tt At see a “2 cS 
Ti " uo afoonel wi wn Ti ee ma "8 vet aR] + saan oa in) = 
+3 “8 ta — od ms = ci = oe = ah ste: ae + ah " 
mi a pe ‘Ti ma ba} =e " a wn Ti oO a “tT cies se! ol ae solises Boone ope 
ms i pen oe aed a ms mo el 2 a mad = cS a nhl Cc “fn a cho 
(Ti t. rT weet td ca a ea TS ela =e a wl 3 
a 2 Son oC 5 (Ti cc — Oo wn tent Mex Soe a ee S 
sp ak i ms tf i ten 2 elms 5 set Cy Ti 5 IT my = 
honed £: es Moen rel = at Ket ~ is Ti Mn als fot Bi ts Same 
Sd ra cog oF a rT ea " lea " ee, el. ei ed cl ees 
2 —— spel na ma i se —e Sn " el wn ea a pe a ma tJ & 
Ti co o eee eee 2 el " " 0 > > dy ee 
ae ™ ma Kaa! Cad ri " sel = IT sles Ls, at ot 
J see mu shee so | " B " pase ogee ah) en? weeemee Ti 
bmwnd = ak et a ™ " sf wn me ™ => ome) ap ak ape 
= — ed 3 oa on —_ nn " " wi = = a 1 a mfr is 
ws wn rT Co sean 0 eee Pa ta weal Ca ei ae a ‘Ti coven 
— om 2 " 2 SS o =“ -_ ££ _ TS oe en 
= vei a - 5 a — wg ~ = wn rt fs " co a 2 — m 
£= x: a + ae ft a " ~~  — a fl hon i a 
aa ? = 


eal | cea heded ee 
ts “ng” ti a © 


matter of too many guys who wanted to be the boss, or, 
i. ri 7: wh ~~ s. Fs my ma 3 “~ 

who had different ideas. . I don’t Know, it Just 

seems to be Kind of a trait amongst. .. . you Know... 


WALKER: Well, now, a neighborhood isn’t just the 
buildings---it’s also the people. How many of the old 
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gang that you Knew before the War were still around 
Did you have the impression that most of them were 
gone, and your friends were all new ? 
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MATSUHARA: Well, no. Most of the people who were old-time 


Sacramentans did come back. But then, others 
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and where else. . . . Salt Lake City, I guess, and 


Denver... 


time that you once Knew in Sacramento 
MATSUHARA: Right. And interestingly, there are friends that we 
have now, that we never Knew before the War. But they 
were living in Chicago. One family decided to come to 


Sacramento because he used to work for Sears and in 


their studies of some of the places in the United 


States where it’s most appropriate in terms of climate, 


living, weather, und out 


that Sacramento County 
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figure--when was 


Know, of being 


MATSUHARA: because right now you have “Japan-bashing." The publi: 
don’t realize that we're as American as anybody else 
but because of our physical traits, there’s always a 
feeling of, “Here’s another Jap." If some Asian 
gets into trouble, or something or other. . we re 
still not totally accepted. So, we have to be careful 
about “Japan-bashing" having a repercussion amongst the 
Americans of Japanese ancestry. 

This is one of the reasons [ like to get active 
with the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Because this is one 
way of educating the population that we're good 
Americans. For this reason. . .. like yesterday, we 
marched in the downtown parade, and whenever there's 
a parade. . .. if they ask if we want to be in a 
parade, we always say. .. . the Post says, “O.K.,° and 
so, some of us will go out and parade. 

WALKER: Can you think of specific instances that happened to 
you over the years, where you were put on notice that 


the people of other races, you Know, every now and 
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MATSUHARA: more than the niseis. They’re not as culturally 
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oriented as we were, which, I think, is Kind of sad, in 
a way 
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WALKER: How do you feel about that ? 
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life. So, I don’t intervene and say, "Hey you 
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their fives, you Know, my feeling, and Peari’s feeling, 
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has been, “They've got to learn to stand on their own 
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two feet.” But, any time they need heir YOu KNOW, 


they can count on us. 
We hear from my daughter. Usually, she calls us on 


Saturday or Sunday. My two sons check with us to see 


if we’re O.K. And holiday’s we make it a point to have 
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they’ve been doing for the last twenty years ? 
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MATSUHARA My daughter, Lolieen, graduated from Sac State one 
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has always been interested in athletics. She has been 


quite active with the sansei group in basketbal| 
tournaments. She’s very good about organizing events. 


After she graduated from Sac State--also, she 
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went to City College and she played softball and 
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sketball and volleyball Cin spite of her short 
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Stature, she got on the varsity of Sac State 
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she was a point guard)--after she graduated, I don’t 


Know how, but. . . . I Know. . . . she met someone in 
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Los Angeles who was quite influential in the 


basketball program in Southern California. I think he 
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Bilite Moore, who was. , who eventually became 


the. . . . what year, I forgot what year it was. 


she was the Olympic Basketball Coach. . . . Women’s 


Then, when Billie Moore was given the Job as Head 
Coach at UCLA, Colleen could have stayed at Fullerton 
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and become the Head Coach, but since Billie Moore 


ant Coach at UCLA, Colleen took 
year when Colleen and Billie Moore were involved in 
the basketball program at UCLA, they were able to get 
the National Championship for women’s basketbal | 


(which was quite a feather in the cap, for both Biili 
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or so. Usually, she stays in one place for about 


she got a job at the University of Nebraska as 
Head Women’s Basketb 


worked as Head Women’s Basketball! Coach at Nebraska. 


she always used to write and say how terrible the 
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eather was there, and she longed for the sunshine of 


aughter ] 


California. [ 
she got along real well with Judy Holland, who 
was the Woman’s Athletic Director at UCLA, and Judy 


asked her to come back to UCLA, as Assistant Athletic 


Director for the Women’s Program. 50, inasmuch as she 


Nebraska, Colleen returned to California, and accepted 
job as Assistant Women’s Athletic Administrator. 
I think she worked under that position about three 


years, or somewhere along there. 
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as Assistant Basketbal! Coach 90, she went to lexas 


there, [laughter] fortunately, they won the National 


Championship again. Seems like everywhere she went 
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the Championship followed her, you Know. Then she 


But then, last year, Notre Dame contacted her, 


thought it was time for her to be moving along, so she 


took the job at Notre Dame. We thought she would stay 


the meantime, Long Beach State wanted her. They asked 


permission from Notre Dame if they could interview 
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Coordinator, so, she does a lot of traveling to 
recruit new players for Long Beach State. 

Now, you said earlier that you were very much involved 
with basketball--especially before the War. How much 


credit do you think you can take for her 


Well, in terms of sports, you Know, I was always 
interested in sports. When all my Kids were still 
young, I decided to coach them in basketball, 
beginning from eight years old. We had a community 
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church basketball league that [ got my Kids involved 


in. That’s where they got their skills and knowledge 


old, but because I was coaching. . . . [laughter] 


90, when they were eight years old, they started to 


play basketball. They all stayed in the basketball 


MATSUHARA: program throughout their school years. A 
accounts for all these trophies [gestures 
mantelpiece, which is festooned with many 
all sizes] and everything here. 

Aiso, I was Commissioner of the Sacr 
Community Church Basketball League, for s 
Or, a little longer. 
WALKER During what years ? 
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[SUHARA: Yeh, right. Then, while still going to school. ... 


there used to be a massage parlor on Fruitridge Road, 
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right of f of Freeport Boulevard, and they wanted 
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somebody to stay there and sort of manage it, and 
toid him, 
working." But, he said, "Well, it’s the easiest Job, 
», all you do is stay there, make su 
everything's running along fine, and that there are 
no problems.” He said that it gave him the 
opportunity to study, because there wasn’t much to do 


90, even though we didn’t quite approve of him 


working in the place. . . . a massage parlor. 
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the money was there, and it gave him an opportunity to 
Study. 50, he took that job, and stayed there until 
the guy who ran the place wanted to sell the place. 
20, he bought into the place, and. . . . of course, we 
were quite concerned, you Know, because it wasn’t the 


Kind of a place you want your own son, or daughter 


but. . . . he considered that he could 


handle it, without any problems, and sx 
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